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still very strongly felt at this time. Everyone knew
what a repetition of such a catastrophe would mean
for the working classes. On the other hand, the labour
movement had become too strong to permit itself to
adopt resolutions it would not be able to carry through.
It was a serious, sometimes heated debate that preceded
adoption of a declaration that the international labour
movement would call a general strike if need be to
prevent another world war.
In London in 1920 the Italian delegates had been
impatient and more revolutionary than those of any
other country. The situation had changed somewhat
by the spring of 1922, shortly before Mussolini's black-
shirt march on Rome. As usual, the convention was
also to offer its delegates some recreation. The
Italian comrades, therefore, had prepared an excursion
to the famous Tivoli. When the delegates gathered
to start on the trip, they were compelled to wait for
a rather long time. " What is the cause of the delay ? "
we asked. For some time we could not get an answer.
Finally they told us.
" We do not yet know if we can go to Tivoli. Last
night there were riots between the Fascists and the
workers. One Fascist has been killed. There is still
some excitement and we do not know whether we
can let you go there."
Again we had to wait. Finally word came that we
would go not to Tivoli but to another place instead.
I felt disappointed by the decision. Once it had been
decided to go to Tivoli, the delegates of a labour con-
vention should not have been afraid to go, notwith-
standing possible incidents. We should not have
given the impression of being scared. But it did not
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